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floors—VCT, stone, ceramic tile, wood, and even bamboo-—
instead of carpeting.

There are many reasons why this switch makes sense. For one,
hard surface flooring can last longer than carpeting in certain
applications. Further, depending upon the application, hard-
surface options often costs less to install and maintain.

Another flooring trend is choosing not to apply a finish to hard
surface flooring. While this may work in some settings, applying
floor finish is more than just an aesthetic choice. True, finishes
are designed to produce an attractive shine. But their
fundamental purpose is to protect flooring from seratches,
heavy foot traffic, rolling carts, and more, all of which can
damage the floor. Using the right floor care chemicals can also
make floors safer, minimizing slip-and-fall accidents.

Although floor finishes are often the right choice for both
appearance and maintenance reasons, they can presenta
problem when it comes to “greening” floor care. Some
traditional floor care chemicals, especially strippers, contain a
variety of potentially hazardous chemicals and ingredients. And
that attractive shine mentioned earlier is often created by
ingredients that can release high volumes of volatile organic
compounds (or VOCs) into the indoor environment. Finishes
also can contain a host of potentially dangerous ingredients.
Thankfully, there are ways to make floor care green. And even
better news, some manufacturers are developing more options
to make floor care less harmful to the environment. To keep
floor care green, cleaning professional need to remember three
important facets about floor care maintenance: vacuuming,
chemicals, and equipment.

Vacuuming

Custodial workers typically clean floors using a dust mop, or
even by simply sweeping them. These cleaning methods release
considerable amounts of dust, soils, and contaminants into the
air. This can negatively impact the health of cleaning workers.
And once these contaminants become airborne, that dust can
also spread throughout a facility. Cleaning professionals can
eliminate this problem by vacuuming floors instead of sweeping
and a wise alternative is to use a backpack vacuum cleaner.

‘When backpack vacuum cleaners (workers use a specially made
harness to wear the machine on their backs) were first
introduced to the industry, their key benefit was considered to
be that they can speed up the cleaning process. But when these
machines are equipped with a HEPA filter, they are also perfect
for cleaning many types of hard surface floors. These filters trap
99.97 percent of all particles greater than o.3 microns,
preventing such contaminants from being released into the air,
and helping to make floorcare greener.

Chemicals

There are now scores of green-certified floor care chemicals on
the market. Certification means these products meet specific
criteria guaranteeing that they are safer than conventional floor
care chemicals for both users and the environment.

There is, however, one problem: not all green floor care
chemicals have comparable performance levels. To avoid
choosing a less-than-optimal product, purchasers should work
with a knowledgeable janitorial distributor to select those
products that will work best on their floors. This may require
some trial and error, but invariably a green equivalent will be
found.

Cleaning professionals also need to be sure to properly dilute all
floor care chemicals using cold water. Using hot water can
potentially release harmful fumes during the dilution process.

Equipment

Floor machines such as buffers and burnishers can also release
considerable amounts of dust as they are used. To address this
problem, purchasers should consider floor machines with a dust
collection system. These systems capture dust and
contaminants while the machine is in use. This improves indoor
air quality and safeguards the health of cleaning workers.
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Another option to green floor care is to choose cylindrical brush
floor machines. They tend to use less water and chemical than
conventional floor machines because they have brushes rather
than pads. Brushes are generally better able to remove soils
from grout areas and porous tiles without depending on large
amounts of water and chemical to do the job.

The Importance of Training

There is one more component to green floor care that managers
should not neglect: proper training. Custodial workers switching
to green products often receive training regarding properly
using those products. They are also taught more effective ways
to perform cleaning tasks. This not only helps green a facility,
but can enhance its appearance as well.

Some managers believe their facilities actually look better after
starting a green cleaning program. While this can be the result of
using environmentally preferable cleaning products, more often
it is because of the training that comes with them.

Michael Sehaffer is a senior executive with Tacony’s
Commercial Floor Care division. He is also president of
Tornado Industries, which manufacturers a full line of
professional cleaning equipment and CFR brand carpet
extractors that recyele water and cleaning solution.
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